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AN TREY 2 FEEHEEEICETC DD EIIEVEIN W02, MR - AR
FEN) = 3 ORISR RETH - 72,
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41 SEBRRICH B EEORTER
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2R, BRI L C, 1FEICET 2 K- v, mfh 5B, T, Kl
N I—3 3 IEP L Tw5b,

BTN =2 a VR ONLYE, ZoIlZL AL (9FEL) EFEROHIH
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WIS, EHAR TERRICERDS RO bNLFERFEIZOVT, EROEEXHRT S
B, 2T, EFERMEN S ESHETH L FEOHIICE b B 2B R A
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HESROHHEEN L WIEIZ 10 6] F TEIRT.
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TR, EEERDOEEHRPAEET L2010, T XA OBIAE (MEEIIT
i) 2FE» IS, RELMFHOBRENLELERET L L L, ZLoBigE - 5
TRE L 70 5 BV A WeR 9 5720, E T — /XA TOMBERE A 100 BILL LD 74 FEIZTHR
R o T MEEEDIATHE R HE & L 72 a)1874 4E, b)1887 4F, ©)1895 4E, d)1901 4,
e)1909 £, D1917 4, @ 19254 D 7 HE  TORFL L IEERLOMEHE & %KD, Q)
THERFLOBHEEGN T EHEZBZ, D, @ FFERTHASEDSENLTICTRLZ
WZkrboT, EEEENEELLDDEARL L. £5ICBITEOHERN Z R
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ZEEERT.

QD [TR] oFRIE, ETOERICBVTEERL (RB) 27U EOfH%E%
HOTWLI EnD, BRI 184 FOEE THRELRLVESTHY, 2081134 boT
WV, IR OEIE, A EEREDSERTH MR L H S L, FNURENICERED
BNRBEPET L TR EDEZONLH, & FFEERTOEERT % 11874 LT
A ELTHETL. HROTHEBO [HLE] A THSL L, 1887 F LR THEAERTL O
NIEELTWD, LoT, FREAOEROM ZRERLOEERL & A% L, [1874-
1887 4E B)) L $ 4. —7, FBOI@ [147] oI, 1901 FFEH & ARG
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Paper A

Diachronic Variation in Orthography of Two-Character Sino-Japanese
Words in Modern Japanese: A Corpus-based Study

MABUCHI Yoko (Graduate student at Meiji University,
Research Fellow of Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

Abstract:

This study reveals the varieties of Sino-Japanese orthography as well as the elimination and
consolidation of certain orthographies in contemporary usage of Japanese. Using
morphologically annotated corpora of modern and contemporary Japanese, I conducted a
survey and analysis of different orthographies of Sino-Japanese words. By examining the
number of different orthographies and the usage rates of individual ones, the following three
points became clear regarding 2,000 words used in the modern and contemporary eras: 1)
There are fewer orthographies used to write a word in the contemporary era than the
modern era; 2) Orthographies that disappeared in the contemporary era were used
frequently in the modern era. This not only means that the general orthographies used in
the modern era were eliminated, but also that the orthographic standards have changed; and
3) The elimination and alteration of orthographies occurred with certain words and not
others in the modern era because of an emphasis placed upon practicality and reasonability
of language in the wake of modern school system and the rise of typography in publishing.
In addition, the eliminations and shifts that occurred after the Showa era were greatly
influenced by national language policies.

Keywords: Sino-Japanese words, modern Japanese, variation in orthography, diachronic
changes, morphologically annotated corpora
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